CURRICULUM VITAE-2009
NAME: Fernando Porto Mato 
DATE OF BIRTH: march, 27th 1956
BIRTHPLACE: A Estrada, Galicia, Spain,

 STUDIES: 
1972- Studies at Santiago de Compostela’s Arts and Crafts School.
1975- Bachelors Degree in Education.
INFORMATION:

-Registered in the General Artisan’s Registry of Galicia. Number 109. Artisan’s card number 464. 

-Member of the Jewelry, Goldsmith, Silversmith, Watchmaking and Gemology Professional Association. Number 0669.

-Founder of the Galician Artisans Association AGA, created in 1983. Membership card number 10. 

-Today I have a database of 11,000 images of ceramics from all periods and countries listed on the Internet.
PUBLICATIONS: 

1997- Led by his creative interest, he earns an  Autodesk Official Title, as a proof of his knowledge of the infographic program 3D Studio 4. Thanks to this, an article by Porto, entitled “The Virtual Handicrafts”, where virtual ceramics, jewelry, bronze and wood objects are displayed, is published in the Spanish Artisans Associaton’s magazine OFICIOYARTE. This can be seen at: 

http://www.fernandoporto.aestrada.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=11&Itemid=43
-ACTIVITIES:
1977 – Offset edition of the poetry book “El tiempo habitable” (The habitable time), self-produced and distributed.

1978 – Graphic illustrator for the children magazine Vagalume (poems and comics). Illustrating, among others, some poems by Neira Vilas, one of Galicia’s foremost writers.

1980- Starts up his ceramics activity. Creation of the company “THE FANTASTIC ANIMAL’S CERAMICS”, together with his brother Nacho Porto. For five years, as an everyday activity, he creates genealogies of imaginary/symbolic animals, among other works. 
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1981 – Ceramic Group Exhibition at the Department of Culture’s Exhibition Hall in Santiago de Compostela.
 1982 – Galician Handicrafts Etnographic exhibition in A Coruña.

1983 – “Other Handicrafts” exhibition, at A Coruña’s town hall.

1983 – Founding member of AGA (Galician Artisans Association), integrated in the Spanish Artisans Association and headquarters of the magazine OFICIOYARTE.

1984 – Awarded a grant from the Galician Government (Xunta de Galicia) to attend a 15 day course in Barcelona on Metalic Reflections Enamels, conducted by Angelina Alós (teacher of  Barcelona's Escola d'Arts i Oficis, (Escola del Treball) and member of the “Academia Internationale de la Céramique” in Geneva), in whose honour the Angelina Alós biennal ceramics contest (Bienal de cerámica Angelina Alós), already in its 15th edition, is celebrated. At the same time, he attends an enamel course at the Escola FORMA.

1984 - Awarded a grant from the Galician Government (Xunta de Galicia) to learn “Working techniques on glass-(blowing, blowlamp, cutting)”. He attends workshops and visits factories in Barcelona and Mallorca, where he gets aquainted with glass artist Pere Ignasi Bisquerra.

1988-Attends CURRENT GAS Baking given by the engineer Manuel Keller (associate advisor and provider of the National Institute of Aerospace Technology in an International Program on combustion) INGENIERIA2000 Company, en Madrid.
1988-89 – Training in courses such as “Serigraphy applied to ceramics”, “Stoneware enamels”  and ”Introduction to the lathe” at the Escola de La Bisbal, in Gerona

1989 – Some of his work is selected for the collection intended to become an Internacional Ceramics Museum, as a part of the I International Ceramics Course, held at the Castle of Soutomaior (Pontevedra)-

1991- Attends the Course "Warm glass modelling", at Barcelona’s Glass Center, taught by the master of Venice’s “Fucina degli Angeli”, foundry, founded by EDIGIO CONSTANTINI (collaborator of  Oskar Kokoschka, le Corbusier, Jean Cocteau, Hans Hartung , Marc Chagall, Jean Arp, Max Ernst, Marck Tobey, Alexander Calder, Fernand Léger and Pablo Picasso, among others). After this course, Porto works for several days at the well-know glass artist Pere Ignasi Bisquerra’s workshop in Mallorca, where he combines his knowledge of ceramics and his knowledge of glass to create glasses with rust saturations, which will be coloured with liquid and solid warm metallic salts.

1994 – Gives a lecture on “Contemporary Crafts”, acompanied by a video explaining the most important trends since the begginnigs of the century.

 1994 – Attends a Lathe Mastery Course taught by Paco Carrasquillo, in Cangas (Pontevedra).

1996- Attends the Course on Ceramics Sculpture, taught by Xavier Toubes, director of the European Ceramic Center
1997 – Attends the Course on Patinas and Special Finishings for Metals, taught by Carlos Reano.

1997 – Attends the series of lectures "Art and Public Spaces” at C.G.A.C,, Galician Contemporary Art Centre in Santiago de Compostela.

1998 – Participates in the 3rd Encounter of Ceramists in Viveiro, under the motto “Ceramics in Arquitecture”.

1999 – Attends the course "Microfusion for ceramists” taught by Acisclo Manzano, where the attendants researched on the smelting of bronze within regular ceramic firing in a kiln.

1999- Attends, as a participant, to the European Commission International Program “INTERPRISE-PROMOCALIARTE”. He also takes part in the event with a "Speech/demonstration on Virtual Ceramics”, given in Messina (Sicily). By means of the infographics program 3DStudio MAX, he shows how virtual ceramics, including some bas-relief tiles with geometric figures, are created. 

2000- He initiates himself in “jewelry” together with his wife Trinidad Barranco Pomares, at the foundry they own. At present they combine their ceramics works with silver and bronze.

2004.- Collaboration with Marre Moerel, for the project INCORPORATION OF DESIGN TO THE HANDICRAFTS SECTOR D'ARTES, promoted by Fundesarte (Spanish Foundation for Articrafts). This contribution can be seen here

http://www.fernandoporto.aestrada.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=31&Itemid=73
2005- Publication of the first issue of the book AZA, containing 50 fractal images together with poems, in A3 format. 

2008.-Attends a course on ARTISTIC METAL SMELTING with a duration of 112 hours, taught by Carlos Reano at the Exhibition and Congress Foundation of A Estrada, Pontevedra. 

2008- Attends the “Jewel prototyping course using 3D RHINOCEROS program”, at CIS Galicia (Galician Design and Technology Innovation and Services Centre).
2008- Attends Milan Handicrafts Fair L´Artigiano in Fiera, together with GALICIA HANDICRAFTS FOUNDATION.

2009.- Attends the Ceramology Association AC 2009 14th ANNUAL CONGRESS: CERAMICS IN GALICIA: FROM CELTIC FORTIFICATIONS 
-At present he designs and builds a great part of the jewelry produced at the workshop he shares with his wife. It can be seen at: http://www.xente.mundo-r.com/trinidadbarranco/
-UPCOMING EVENTS:
-In October 2009, he is going to teach a “Course on Metallic Reflections Enamels” in Gondomar, sponsored by the Handicrafts and Desing Galician Centre Foundation.  

-Milan Handicrafts Fair- L´Artigiano in Fiera, together with GALICIA HANDICRAFTS FOUNDATION.

-22nd Edition of the Handicrafts Market Fair in Madrid, organized by Madrid’s Artisans Association . 
-UPCOMING PROJECTS:

-Forthcoming poetry book for children “De cando as cousas falaban” (When things talked), including 100 poems on different aspects of life, now in design process.  

-“EVOLUTIUM” book, now in progress, will be shown in advance at the website: www.evolutium.net. This book will be made up of more than 3.000 images produced using the fractal generating program Apophysis; it will be written in imaginary languages and alphabets. It will include images related to astronomy, landscapes, mineralogy; vegetal and animal kingdom… as well as structures, architecture, fractal calligraphy, etc…
From 1980 to the present, he has attended many national and international events related to handicrafts ( fairs, exhibitions, conferences, courses, events …) 

